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The Consumers’ Cooperative movement has been active along 
three lines in the absorption of the new aliya'’s immigrants: 
The acceptance of new members in the existing cooperatives. 
The enlargement of existing cooperatives by ann wing to them 4 
new branches opened in immigrants’ quarters and new localities. 
And lastly, tne establishment of cooperatives;in all Ma'barot € , 
and localities inhabited by new immigrants, ; 
All this was no easy task! 
The masses of newcomers scattered all over the country have 
the problem of assuring them regular supplies, independent 
of unnecessary middiemen and unnecessary costs, and protecting 


them from the evils of speculation. The Cooperative movement — 
| “Hamashbir Hamerkazi” and Consumers’ Cooperatives — which ‘or 
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With the flow of immigration “Hamashbir Hamerkasi” and 
the Consumers’ Cooperative Union were required to harness them- 
selves to the task of assuring supplies to immigrants in Ma’barpt, 
in urban localities and in abandoned villages as well as in 
settlements. Without slackening the expansion of the Movement e 
activities among the old-timers — development which ne 
additional efforts and means the Movement has fully responded 
to the requirements of the hour. 


: “Hamashbir Hamerkazi” and the Consumers’ Cooperative Union 
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the latter maintains that Joseph 
Rabban dee box) was a direct 
descendant of Shimeon Rabban. 
the Prince of the Tribe of 
Ephraim, taken into captivity 
with his fellow tribesmen by 
Shalmanezer with the destruc- 
tion of Samaria (720 BC). 


The King of then pre- 
sented the King Yemen with 
a large number of Israelite 
slaves, among whom were 
Shimeon Rabban and 460 men 
of his tribe. There they 
taking with them the Five 
Books of the Bible, and there 
they and multiplied, 
while the descendants of 


get: a) security and b) to create 

the basis for a regular settle- 
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t “five colours.” 


This tradition, which I sum- 
Marized from a lengthy Hebrew 
text quoted by Rev. R. Shemtob 


established among the Jews or 
Cochin, and in 1772 it was re- 
lated te Forbes, 
author of “Oriental Memoir,” 


He accepted theory that 
Jewish settlement on the coast 
of Malabar dated back at- least 
to the time of the destruction 
of the Second Temple by Titus 
(70 CAE, 

The Indian rulers must 
have attached great importance 
to. the Jewish settlers, so much 


According to LM. Jost, emin- 


ing at this period, such as 
wearing the expressly specified 
The leaders or 
Princes wore red; their Prin- 
cesses, yellow; their children, 
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in numbers. The “Whites,” how. 
ever, were still the rulers of the 
“Jewish State,” for the governing 
classes were taken exclusively 
from their ranks, and their influ- 
ence and power enabied them to 
defeat the abortive rising, al- 


so-called Black Jews are ev 
Negroid, nor are the called 
White Jews fair in compicxion. 
Both sections more or 
semble the Yemenites, 


With the extinction of the 
line of Joseph Rabban, dissen- 


a Jew of a noble family, and one 
of his brothers, for the chieftain- 
ship of the Principality of An. 
juvannam. The rebellious bro- 


der of manumitted slaves, attack- 
ed and slaughtered many of those 
who came under the banner of 
his elder brother. 


Civil War 
A calamitous civil war broke 
out, which resulted im the inter- 
vention of the wt te beg LET 
princes who quelled the rebellion 


and put the treacherous brother 


to flight. The story is told that 
he escaped to Cochin by swim- 
ming across the backwaters with 
his wife on his shoulders. 
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The conquest of 26.493. foot 
peen. in unknown country, is @ 
feat. but no rightminded per. 
son can fail to see that. except 
for bad weather the harrassing 
experiences. of Herzog and his 
associates were avoidable, while 
the miraculous success of Sir 
John's party was due to patient 
and thorough planning in every 
detail. The British made many 
reconnaissance trips. up to 
278,000 f from the higher 
camps, in spite of the fact that 
the route had been mapped and 
marked by the two Swiss ex. 
peditions of 1952, because con- 
ditions upward of the lower 
Khumbu glacier, where the 
trouble begins, change within 
days, t alone months. Hunt 
foun? thet mos of the ropes 
and flags left by the Swiss had 
vanished. or fluttered cheerily 
deep down in inaccessible 
abvsses or high up on isolated 
péracs 

In contrast to this. Herzog 


hed to find his mountain. and Sonia almost a champion her- 
that with misleading ma el yet bitterly aggrieved be- 


within the short time aliott 
to Himalaya expeditions by cli- 
matic conditiogs. Apart from 
thes- differences, the French are 
so 6 F ereh and the British so 
Brit h that it is almost funny. 
Their whole behaviour, as re. 
lated with obvious sincerity by 
both leaders, might have been 
invented to exemplify the na. 
tional characteristics In a fic. 
tional account. 

Before leaving, the French 
party solemniy swore an oath 
that they would in all circum- 
stances implicitiy obey their 
leader. This did not prevent 
Many squabbies and arguments. 
all taken in good part by Her. 
og The British swore no cath 
et a’! but Sir John is able to 
sav in his last chapter: 


that the climbers cou 
tap and take a swig of oxygcen 


after every few hundred. seps 
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A KIP FOR TWO FARTHINGS. 
By Wolilt Mankowits. — Deutach. 
London. 10 pp. 7/6. 

Can you write an idyll with 
| the scene laid in the East End 
| of London? If you are Mr. Man- 
| kowitz, you can. Amid the squs- 
lor and the noise, the poverty 
and the struggle. a six-year-old 
| child's fertile imagination and 
| an old tailor’s Kindness con- 
jure up visions of beauty and 
splendour. And the mind of lit- 
tle Joe, blossoming like a white 
orchid in the murk, shows us 
less innocent inhabitants of 
Fashion Street at their best. 

There is Mr. Kandinaky, con- 
demned to making trousers only, 
while the dream of his youth 
| had deen to become a 
| tailor had not his father 
| fashioned jackets? There is 
| his assistant Shmuel, the vali- 
ant wrestler who braves a 
| champion to obtain a diamond 
tor Sonia, his fiancée. There is 


cause she has been engaged for 
three years and has no ring to 
show the other girls at the 
blouse factory. 

And there are half a dozen 
other neighbours all taking the 
‘keenest interest when little Joe 
gets a bargain in the animal 
market: a real live y uni- 
corn for only five shillings. To 
us it may look only like a sick 
kid with a deformed horn, but 
for Joe it opened the door to 
adventures richer than Sinbad's, 
it took him to Africa where | 
| the other unicorns live, it even 
helped to bring back his father 
| who had gone to make his for- 
tune. 
| Mr. Mankowitz’ gentleness, his 
| delicate touch, bis fun and 


humour and his excellent dia- 
logue remind one of Sholem 
Aleichem. 
EARTHY CREATURES. By Charice 
Jackson, Farrar, 
with Ballantine Books. 222 p>. 
$1.9) (or 35 cents, paperbound). 


Properly speaking, this does 
not belong to our column, being 
a collection of short stories 


Weekend. The ten stories (four 
of them published for the first 
time) are all first-rate, even 
though some are better than 
others, There is a most inform- 
ative introduction about the 
snort story as an art dy 
Mr. Jackson himself correctly 
and logically limiting its subject. 
Some of the stories are 80 
plainly biographical that 
offer further insight into the 
authors methods of conceiving a 
story. My preference partly co- 
inciding with Mr. Jackson's own 
— are the first and the last of 
the tales, both longish. The first 
is about a man’s hatred for a 
little boy, founded in the fact, 
not admitted for a long time, 
that the child's nervousness, in- 
effectuality, and general oddity 
are the same as the man's own. 
The last is about a novelist on 
vacation, 
girl. 

One must not reveal the point 
in the case of short stories. The 
subjects are exceedingly diversi- 
fied, and so ig the scene, but the 
characters are all Americans of 
the intellectual or well-to-do 
type. Some stories are about love, 
some about children, some about 
married life, They are ruthlessly 
revealing, subtly told, and devil- 
ishly clever. The best of the 
years crop in this reviewer's 
opinion. 


a young pilot and a 


Strauss & Young, - 
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tney ora. made him sit down and 


entire Jewish centre on this side 
of the Vistula. They will move 
from town te town and from 
community te community and 
butcher, butcher, butcher...” 


the religious writer, rose and, vi- 
sibly shaken, asked: “What can 
we do to ward off the calamity?” 
2 pray, pray, pray,” re- 
plied Zeitlin. . 
That was Auerbach’s last meet- 
neonfirmed 


wearing a praye 
and phylacteries and holding the 
book of the Zohar in his Hand. 


tion of Zeitlin’s dire foreboding, 
and he recalled hig teachers 
heartrending prayer. That, to- 
gether with other relevant fact- 


History of a Soul.” | 
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bad 
Fs 

85 


85 
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Fhilosopher and thinker, brin- 
lant essayist on such subjects as 
Maimonides, Nietzsche, Spi 

assidism and Mysticism, Zeit- 

„ in the course of his 


But then came the volte face: 


he returned to the faith of his 
fathers and delved more and 
more into the mystic side of 
Judaism. Everything he now did 
or undertook revolved round one 
main axis: how he could shed his 
mundane crust, how he could 
open wide his soul so that God 
could enter it. 

numerous prayers and 
piyyutim which Zeitlin composed 
re his aspiration, and one of 
them contains the admission that 
“You let me fall into the pitfalls 


AUTHOR’S D 


ABOUT MYSELF AND OTHERS. 
Autobiographical Essays by KH. 
Sonnabend. Eagle Press, 
Johannesburg. 290 pp. 


Dr. Sonnabend has realized 
an artist's dream in Israel: He 


has built the town of New 
Ascaion, the first of this coun- 
trys new towns that is truly 
planned and thus truly lovely. 
We expected his new book 
with ah understandable inter- 
est which was not disappointed. 

The first part of “About my- 
self and others” deals with the 
authors experiences in World 
War IL His feats as the head 
of a combat-pro unit 
were exciting. One wonders, if 
Dr. Sonnabend, «when Ascalon 
is built,) could not adapt to this 
country’s cold war some of his 
loudspeaker warfare stunts that 


* 
= 


Hebrew. 
The question as toe whether 
great men make history or whe- 
‘ther history moulds great men 
has been mooted since ancient 
times, but no matter what the 
answer, one thing is certain: 
great men leave an indelible 
mark on the pages of history 
Consonant with that conclusion. 
Donald Robinson has collected 
te names of Mes G'dolei Olam” 
(The World's Hundred Greatest, 
Avinoam-Yesod) transiated by 
Aviezer Golan, from a long list 
representing politics, the army, 
poetry, literature, science, philo- 
sophy and arts — 4 miniature 
encyclopaedia. 
2 Dante tn Hebeew 
Emanuel Olswanger has just 
completed his excellent transia- 
tion of Dante's “Hakomedia 
Tor Hatohar” ‘La Di- 
Comedia: Il  Purgatorie, 
Tarshish, IL 2900 
produced under the e 
gur v Hance of Moshe 
the i’adassah Vocational School 


4 is “ 
Ha- 
delightfully 

at 


* book, a source of 


Round the Bookshops 
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(The Inner Court, Tversky). The 
writer has 


own memories, his mother's, the 
writings of his aunt Mirele, his 
uncle Pavid Yitzhak Nahumi's 
letters and the articles written 
‘by R. Pessah Eldan. Another in- 
teresting work by the same writer 
Thom (Pinnacle 


Abyss, Tversky), an historical 
novel of the time of the Secon 
Temple. 

A basic work on the of 
Palestine and Israel titled - 
kalat Yisrael” (Israel Economy, 

IL.6.900) discusses the 
economics of the country in 
Mandatory the ore- 
sent day and may serve as a text 


& summary of the 
problems confronting the State. 
A. M. Haberman has prepared 
for publication “Mehkarim v 
Iyyunim” (Research and Specu- 
lation, Mahberot I'Sifrut, assist- 
ed by Mossad Hara Kook, 
IL.6.800) into matters concern- 
ing the Hebrew language, poet- 
ry and literature. The work is 
by the late Binyamin Skiar. 


the impact! as Huckleberry Finn itself. 5 
“Fontamara” will de bitterly dis- 


his “Handful 
(Harper, IL.4 375). 
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; Woosters” and the other “Quick 


Service (485 pruta). PG. Wode- 
house is so good that the “New 
Statesman” and the “Times” 
Literary Supplement were moved 
to investigate the sociological and 


psychological implications of his 


success no doubt the “Daily 
Worker” has also dealt with the 
decadence of Wodehouse’ addic- 
tion. But for people who like to 
be amused, the 


pruta), a work almost as great. 


REAM TOWN 
were so successful during the 
hot war in Italy. 

Before Dr. Sonnabend went 
mander of a large Italian 
P.O.W. camp in South Africa. 
What he noted about the prob- 
lems of imprisoned masses is of 
considerable psychological value. 
A love for Itaiy, which the war 
could not suppress is revealed 
between the lines, that love 
which made his town of Asca- 
jon Italian in the best sense of 
the word. 

The second half of the volume 
is given to well-written brie‘ 
— some | — like the 
evaluations o tigrilli' and 
Emil Ludwig, are rather ephe- 
meral, whilst others are of spe- 
cialized South African interest. 
But “The African Primitive”, 

pgp ge “The 
a” an “Don * 
ote and Menahem Mendel? enn 
tain the promise of a fine, con- 
Ss gt age yet to be writ- 

a t reti 
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but it is not yet in force). 


On the other hand, Prof. Marx 
apparently was reluctant to sub- 
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